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Economic & Commercial Commission  

Meeting Minutes – July 11, 2022 
 

 

Members Present     Staff  Present 

Richard Osty      Kimberly Clarke, Community Development Dir. 

Dennis Reidy      Carolyn Mitera, Bus. Retention & Mrktg. Spec. 

Dino Sanfilippo      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  

Adam Guldan     

Brian Potter      Guests Present   

Dan Fitzgerald      Melissa Whitley, Atty. - Elliot & Associates 

Christine Obbagy      Julie Piszczek, Pres.& Owner – Monceros Corp. 

Chris Shoemaker         

Members Not Present 

Jay Walsh 

 

 

Commissioner Sanfilippo stepped in as Acting Chairman in Chairman Walsh’s absence. Commissioner 

Sanfilippo called the July 11, 2022 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. 

There was a motion made by Commissioner Reidy, seconded by Commissioner Guldan to approve the 

minutes from the June 13, 2022 ECC meeting. All in favor; motion carried. Kimberly noted that there was 

an error in the agenda; the Marriott Class Requests should read 7b instead of 7a. A motion to approve the 

revised agenda for tonight’s meeting was made by Commissioner Potter, seconded by Commissioner Osty. 

All in favor; motion carried.  

 

Introduction of Guests –  

Kimberly introduced Melissa Whitley and Julie Piszczek, who were in attendance on behalf of the Marriott 

organization. 

 

Chairman’s Report – none 

 

New Business/Old Business – 

Top Hospitality plans to construct two hotels at 9599 94th Avenue. There will be two improvements on the 

property and the land will be subdivided; that is why they are filing two separate Class 7b tax incentives. 

The land has been 100% vacant and requires significant improvements. On February 5, 2019 the Village 

Board approved Ordinance 2019-O-009 designating the area known as 179th & Lagrange Road as blighted; 

the subject properties are located within the designated area outlined within the ordinance. This designation 

allows for current/future developers and businesses the ability to immediately access Cook County Class 7 

incentive with Village approval to attract investment in high vacancy and underdeveloped areas.  

The hotels will be built in phases on the vacant 8.7 acres of vacant land located at 9599 94th Avenue. A 

Class 7b reclassification will effectively lower their tax assessment from the commercial rate of 25% to the 

residential rate of 10%. Both projects are in line with the Village of Tinley Park’s Incentive Policy Checklist 

and the Strategic Plan Checklist. This will be an enhancement to the Village by developing vacant land in 

an area designated as blighted by the Village. 

Marriott Class 7b Request- Residence Inn 

The first hotel to be built will be the Residence Inn, which will be on the far east side of the site. 

Construction is expected to start in October 2022 and they plan to occupy the building by April 2024.   This 

is a 118-room extended stay project.  
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The Village has brought infrastructure to the site, in line with needs for the Loyola site. Loyola will pay 

their proportionate share of recapture for that. 

Commissioner Sanfilippo asked if we had voted on this reclass originally. Kimberly replied that there was 

support from the Commission at the time and it had been brought to the Village Board. 

Commissioner Guldan asked the GC if they foresee any supply chain issues meeting the deadline. Julie 

stated that the mechanical units, and door frames and doors are the only ones taking longer to get than usual. 

Commissioner Fitzgerald asked about the amenities; Kimberly stated that there would be a fitness center, 

pool, dining room, meeting room, and a lounge. 

Commissioner Reidy asked about the issues of overnight trucks near the 183rd Street hotels. Kimberly stated 

that there will be a check-in process with guests. The roadways at these new hotel’s entrances are narrow 

and won’t be feasible for truck parking. 

Commissioner Guldan asked about any crossover of facilities. Julie stated that she thinks there is a crossover 

planned between the hotels. 

Commissioner Fitzgerald mentioned the hotels having loyal clients. Kimberly stated that Marriott will be 

keying in on a certain business clientele.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Osty to approve a Class 7b for Top Hospitality to construct a 118-

room hotel approximately 87,000 square feet for a proposed Residence Inn of Marriott Hotel. 

Commissioner Potter seconded the motion; motion carried. 

 

Marriott Class 7b Request- Courtyard 

Phase Two of this project will be the 125-room Courtyard by Marriott hotel, with plans to start construction 

in May of 2024 and to occupy the building by November 2025.   

Commissioner Sanfilippo asked if it does get approved by the board if there will be a time limitation. 

Kimberly stated the conversation will be more likely focused on if Phase Two never starts.  

Kimberly stated that there has been a little more leniency on an extended stay for this project because it’s 

one of two hotels. 

Commissioner Reidy asked for clarification as to if they are voting on whether the parcel gets approved for 

the 7b reclassification or that it must be Marriott. And he questioned how we would feel about another 

name. Kimberly stated that the Village would regulate that in the annexation agreement, and it would likely 

come back before the board if there’s any changes.  

Commissioner Reidy asked if other properties in the area will come to them for the 7b reclassification. 

Kimberly stated that they would have to be vacant or change of owner. Melissa added there are other 

thresholds that also must be met. 

Commissioner Sanfilippo asked why the Residence Inn was chosen for Phase One instead of the Courtyard; 

Kimberly said it was likely a quicker return on investment, better financing, and less risk. 

Commissioner Reidy asked if the Residence Inn generates a hotel tax. Commissioner Fitzgerald stated that 

there is a state law that after 30 days it is not collected. Kimberly said that there’s been some new license 

requirements made for extended stay hotels and special use. 

A motion was made by Commissioner Reidy to approve a Class 7b for Top Hospitality to construct a 125-

room hotel approximately 83,722 square feet for a proposed Courtyard by Marriott Hotel; seconded by 

Commissioner Obbagy. Motion carried. 
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These items will be presented at the Labor Advisory Commission on July 14th, Committee of the Whole on 

August 2nd and go to the Village Board meeting for approval on August 16th. 

 

Staff Report – 

Springfort Hall Code Compliance Grant 

Kimberly stated that they’ve been meeting with the owner of Springfort Hall. At the last ECC meeting a 

new floor plan sectioning off tenant spaces was discussed and whether it would be eligible for a Code-

Compliance Grant. Kimberly asked Commissioners if they would consider a Retail Grant as an option for 

the build-out, for the bathrooms specifically.  

Commissioner Sanfilippo asked if it would be considered as individual sections being eligible or the whole 

first floor. Kimberly stated that it would be considered one building and would be maxed at the $35,000. 

Commissioner Reidy stated that at the last meeting it was discussed that the owner should attend an ECC 

meeting. In the meantime, the owner has gotten two interested parties. She feels that he will move forward 

with or without the grant. 

Commission agreed that it is not eligible for any of the current grant programs. If it were a specific tenant, 

the Retail Grant might be applicable if it’s a business that Tinley wants to bring downtown.  

 

Downtown Walk Summary 

Carolyn said that they visited eighty businesses and they received a lot of positive feedback. There was 

some talk of parking issues in the downtown area though. Many businesses were happy with the support of 

the Village. Kimberly was pleased to see how local businesses have supported each other. The goal is to 

expand these visits to other corridors of the Village. 

  

Acting Chairman Sanfilippo asked if Commissioners had any questions or comments. Commissioner 

Obbagy mentioned that we’ve had the new Life Amplified branding for some time now, but feels it isn’t 

being promoted enough. Other area communities seem to have more music-related events. Kimberly stated 

that we are in a bit of a transitional phase right now having left the Chicago Southland Visitors Bureau and 

the Marketing Department taking more on.  

Commissioner Guldan asked if there was any advertising done at the amphitheater for our community 

events. He suggested that would be a good forum to reach people coming to town from other areas. 

Commissioners suggested opportunities to hold full weekend music events, have more stages set up, have 

a holiday light show like other communities have done, bring in bigger bands, and have some type of tours 

or crawls with the breweries in town. With business sponsorships we could hold higher level events. 

Many commissioners also stated that there are still issues with traffic backups on Amphitheater concert 

nights that need to be addressed. 

Kimberly will meet with Donna to discuss some of the ideas that were shared.  

 

Other Items 

Smoothie King is getting ready to get all their underground plumbing and the slab ready to go. 

Loyola has their second floor of concrete in. 

Marriott will be going to the July 21th Plan Commission Meeting.  
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Delta Sonic is well under construction.  

Steel is going up at Pete’s Warehouse. 

Park Lawn will be retrofitting the Montessori School.  

The new business in Mr. G’s has a permit for brick repair. 

Village Staff met with the Army Core to discuss mitigation of the creek that is at the site at 191st & Harlem. 

Kimberly’s department is talking to someone interested in the property on 191st where the golf course was. 

Kimberly had a call scheduled with the attorney regarding the Sports Station but it got postponed; the 

daycare next to them has a new owner. 

The floor is getting poured at the Starbucks on Harlem. 

First Midwest Bank has changed over to Old National Bank. 

Commissioner Reidy asked about new construction housing permits. Kimberly said that Crana is finishing 

up their last townhome in Brookside Glen, then they want to start up on the duplexes on 191st Street & 80th 

Avenue. The next big development will be the Oak Ridge project by the old Panduit site. 

Some townhomes were approved off Oak Park Avenue.  

They’re working with a developer that focuses on smaller housing (9-12 units) and shared some parcels 

with them. 

There are talks of getting the police gun range out of the downtown. 

Commissioner Reidy asked about our partnership with the Land Bank. Kimberly stated they held their first 

meeting. She provided them with a list of at least a dozen properties. 

 

AEDO Site Visit 

The AEDO wants to interview local businesses on their visit on August 11-12. Staff has squared away the 

following for them to meet with: 

Dave Peyton from Atlas Putty 

Andrew Balzer from Brixmor 

Tim Dee from Panduit 

Kru Patel from Avocado Theory 

They also hope to get Tracy Smith from Popus Popcorn and Dan McMillan from Rizza. 

They will also visit with ECC Chairman Jay Walsh and Mayor Glotz. 

 

Comments from the Public – none 

 

There was a motion made by Commissioner Obbagy and seconded by Commissioner Potter to adjourn the 

meeting. Vote by voice call. All in favor; motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 


